
having what he hears verified by anatomical
demonstrations—apart from the actual work in
the dissecting room ? And does it not appear to
be self-evident that a student can learn more from
an autopsy, properly conducted, than from half a

dozen didactic lectures on the pathology of a

given disease ?
These are questions that medical teachers, and

examining boards, would do well to ask them¬
selves.

HOT-AIR INHALATIONS IN PHTHISIS.
If one is to accept the statements of Dr. A. L.

Stern at the last meeting of the Section on Prac-
tice of the New York Academy of Medicine, the
desideratum that has been so long and so fruit-
lessly sought for, a positive cure for pulmonary
tuberculosis, has now been attained. This cure,
Dr. Stern claims, is effected by Dr. Weigert's hot\x=req-\
air inhalation-apparatus, which he exhibited, and
the use of which he explained. It is simple in
construction, consisting of two copper cylinders,
one within the other, and the air to be inhaled,
which is heated by means of a Bunsen burner to
a minimum temperature of 212\s=deg\,and thus ren-

dered perfectly aseptic, passes up between the two.
The inhalation is to be used for four hours each
day\p=m-\twohours at a time\p=m-\andit can be taken
either in a sitting or reclining posture. It is ad-
vised, however, that when first commencing the
treatment the patient should use the apparatus
for thirty minutes only twice a day. The tem¬
perature of the air inhaled is gradually increased
from 2120 to as high a point as the patient can

bear without suffering inconvenience ; 4820 being
the highest temperature as yet reached in any
case in these inhalations.

As a result of the hot-air inhalation, it is
claimed, there is an acceleration of the pulse,
while there is diminution in the frequency of the
respirations, and inspiration becomes deeper.
There is at first an elevation of the body tem¬
perature, the rise being from i° to 20; but after
about an hour the temperature again subsides.
Under the continued use of the inhalations the
difficulty of breathing incident to consumption is
soon markedly relieved, and there is at first a les¬
sening, and then a total cessation ofcough. There
is at first an increase, then a decrease, and finally
total disappearance of expectoration. All catarrh-

al symptoms disappear, as do the fever and night-
sweats. There is a clearing up of the infiltrated
portions of the lungs, and cicatrization of cavities,
when these exist, is brought about; while the
strength, weight and appetite of the patient grad¬
ually increase. The microscopic examination of
the sputa generally shows at first an increase in
the number of the bacilli tuberculosis, but after¬
wards there is a total disappearance of the bacil¬
lus, and a complete cure is effected. The short¬
est period in which total disappearance of the
the bacilli has been noted is four months. This
method of treatment, Dr. Stern said in conclusion,
has now been employed in 150 cases, 50 of which
were published in Vienna.

All this reads like a fairy tale, but it can be
safely assumed that it will not be long before the
method has been given a sufficiently extended
trial to enable the profession to decide upon its
merits. Dr. Weigert, the inventor of the appara¬
tus, is a graduate of the College of Physicians
and Surgeons of New York City, and is now re¬

siding in Berlin. We learn that Dr. Trudeau, of
Saranac Lake,  .  ., has already used the hot-air
inhalations with success in a number of cases.

There is but little doubt that this method of treat¬
ing phthisis will be extensively tried. It is to be
hoped that the trials will be as careful as exten¬
sive, so that whatever of value there may be in
the method will not be vitiated by and wrong con¬

clusions drawn from improper and careless exper¬
iments and administrations.

ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting of this So-
ciety will be held in Jacksonville, commencing on

Tuesday, May 21, 1889, at 10 o'clock, a. m. Only
two months elapse before the time specified, and
it is important that all parties intending to attend
or contribute to the interest of the meeting, should
be actively preparing their work. The several
State Medical Societies constitute the chief and
proper basis of the National organization of the
profession, and they should be cordially sustained
by the most learned and active in all departments
of medicine and surgery.

There is room in the State Society for the ad-
vocates of every legitimate interest to work, and
interchange thoughts and facts with each other,
thereby actively advancing the practical interests
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